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DEAR FAMILY,

It was great to be on mission in northern Thailand. We helped pro-
vide water to the Kew Mai Sang village in cooperation with our
American Baptist Missionaries in Thailand, Mike & Becky Mann,
and a team from the Integrated Tribal Development Program, which
the Mann’s started. The Thai team will be presenting to the church
what we were able to accomplish, and also some ideas for the fu-
ture. So join us on Sunday, March 1. You will also hear about Jenna
Kawashima’s mission trip to Haiti, and get an update on His Little
Feet International Children’s Choir.

As we come to the end of our 4-year capital stewardship campaign
(CSC), Nehemiah 4, we have already started the plans for what we
hope will be our final CSC, Nehemiah 5. It will begin after Easter
and last for 36 months. On January 1, 2015, we hit a milestone in
paying down our loan from 3.9 million to under half – 1.95 million. I
know this has been a long journey, but we hope that we can bring
this loan down to half again, or $900,000, in three years, and then
manage it within the General Fund.

From talking to other churches, we are in new territory with our 5th

CSC. We have been blessed with good interest rates for our loan,
but the loan is still preventing us from doing other things that we
feel God has been calling us to. We have been blessed to have
these wonderful facilities, and God has used them to bless many.
But we still need a 5th CSC. So I am asking for your help.

Pray daily. We need leadership, creative communicators, ideas on
how and what to communicate about our needs, and goals for the
campaign. I know our God is faithful and we are dependent on Him.
So I am asking for you to pray with us and for the N5 team. Pray for
direction, leadership, team members, goals, creative ideas in print
work, and visual media and content. Pray for pulling GVBC togeth-
er. Some have been supporting the campaign from the beginning,
Nehemiah, through Nehemiah 4. Some at GVBC don’t even know
we have a building loan to pay for these facilities. Pray for direction
on how to reach every GVBC attendee/member with good and com-
plete information. Pray for the Lord to guide us.

So, please pray. As more is revealed, we will communicate that
information to you. If you love the GVBC family of God, keep us all
in prayer that whatever we do, we bring glory to our Father in heav-
en.

His Servant,

Pastor Steve
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HIS LITTLE FEET
SUNDAY, JANUARY 25
REACHING CHILDREN, ONE STEP AT A TIME

His Little Feet International Children’s
Choir and Life Training Academy
On Sunday, January 18 we were blessed by the
performances of His Little Feet International Children’s
Choir. Several testimonies were given from the children
about how they became orphaned and how God saved
them. They all sang beautifully with such joy and love for
the Lord.

His Little Feet helps, loves, and trains orphaned and
vulnerable children worldwide. For millions of children to
be rescued and helped, the body of Christ needs to rise
up and be precisely what God has called it to be . . . the
hands and feet of God on the earth

This year the children’s choir consisted of children from
India, Ethiopia, Haiti, and Thailand.

Photos by Silvio Cararra

Mike & Christa Hahn, founders and directors of
His Little Feet. They live in Windsor, CO and have
three children. Over the past 10 years they have
toured the U.S. with over 150 children from Brazil,
Ethiopia, Haiti, Honduras, India, the Philippines,
and Uganda.

(L) Belayneh Teka Gebru “Ben” from Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia. Ben gave his testimony about the
hardships he faced growing up without parents. He
was sponsored by a Christian family through
Compassion International which partners with His
Little Feet.

(R) Donaldson and Josie Hahn.
Donaldson was adopted by
Mike and Christa.
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REAL SECURITY
PROFILE OF GRACE TOY
BY KATHY AISO
“No life is more secure than a life surrendered to God.” — Our Daily Bread”

GRACE TOY felt peace and forgiveness, when she surrendered her life to
God. As a pastor’s daughter, Grace had grown up and faithfully attended
church all her life. She knew all the Bible stories and learned the memory
verses, but she didn’t know Jesus personally.

A STREAK OF REBELLION

In a streak of rebellion in high school, Grace began assuming a worldly
lifestyle, such as lying to her parents to cover up her rebellion. She would
secretly sneak off to parties with friends, telling her parents she was doing
otherwise. On Sundays, she kept up her good-Christian façade and thought
she was fooling her parents by faithfully attending church.

Grace’s secret life, however, came to a standstill when she couldn’t keep her facts
straight. So, her parents confronted her. Hitting rock bottom, she pondered, “I’m not as
good as I project on the outside. I am completely depraved and need a Savior.”

A MOTHER’S LOVE

With her mother’s help, Grace prayed the sinner’s prayer, asking Jesus into her heart.
Grace began earnestly seeking the Lord and began a personal relationship with Him.
She attended her family’s church in the morning as well as the GVBC high school
ministry in the evenings.

LITTLE SPARKS MINISTRY

Following graduation from North High School, Grace attended USC. While at USC, she
joined “Little Spark Christian Ministry” (LSCM), a group of 20-25 students led by fine
young adult Christian leaders. One of the leaders, Kellie, personally connected with
Grace, spending time with her and relating the practical application of Christianity which
had been missing from her life. Through Kellie, Bible study, fellowship, accountability at
LSCM and GVBC, Grace grew exponentially during college. During college, she also
hung out with mutual high school friends from USC and UCLA. One of these friends was
Brad Toy her future husband whom she had known from middle school and high school.

BLESSED WITH A BEAUTIFUL FAMILY

Transferring from USC to Western University in Pomona, Grace graduated with a Pharm D. degree in June 2003.
Following graduation, she served both the high school and college ministries, respectively. Grace had a soft spot for the
youth, remembering from her own life the turmoil and confusion she had gone through in high school. Around the same
time, Brad also served with the high school ministry and later the college ministry. Their friendship gradually blossomed
into love. While both serving with the college ministry, Grace and Brad were married at GVBC by Pastor Steve Langley
in August 2006. Grace and Brad always wanted a family and loved being parents to Noah, age five, and their triplets,
Avery, Isaac, and Emma, ages 2 ½.

Grace and Brad are highly appreciative of the help they receive in child care from Brad’s parents, Ray & Youko Toy and
Brad’s brother, Jason and wife, Maile. “Ray, Youko, Jason, and Maile all bent over backwards to help us with our
children,” Grace acknowledged. Grace described all four as being very nice, gracious, supportive, and loving. She
couldn’t ask for better in-laws.

Outside of church and work, Grace enjoys cooking, baking, and traveling. As a single and newlywed, Grace enjoyed
international travel as well as travel in the U.S. She has traveled to six European countries, Alaska, and the East Coast.

HOPE IN JESUS CHRIST

Grace’s favorite Bible passage is Ephesians 2:1-10. Verses 1-3 made her more aware of man’s and her own sinfulness
and verses 4-10 remind her of the hope which Christ provides. “Verses 4-10 made me more aware of God’s grace,
mercy, and love for me, as He rescued me from sin and death,” she shared. Grace feels completely secure in God’s
loving hands.
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The taxi cab: First was the taxi
ride to the Mercy Ships. Only a
picture will adequately show you
the ride we went on.

OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS . — MATTHEW 28:19

Villager pushing his cart

Now that’s a bug!

Our cabin on the ship with a sofa
bed behind us, in our work
uniforms. Bob in scrubs with the
Eye Team and I am in the Dining
Hall helping to feed 500 people
three meals a day.

Local grocery store?

Bob & Teresa Matsushima in Madagascar, Africa

Tuesday, January 27, Bob:  Day 2 of working on Mercy Ship. One
word: confusion. Totally not the comfortable, quiet Kaiser office I am
used to. I screened people’s eyes today outside in a school
courtyard with only a penlight and an interpreter. Thank God for
Fabrice my interpreter. The penlight helped, but we were outside in

the bright sun and it was difficult to see the cataracts. Most Malagasy people of
Madagascar needed glasses which is a service Mercy Ships does not provide so we
could not help them. If it did, then Mercy Ships would be quickly overwhelmed. Next, I
helped with the one-day post operation checks. Actually, I had never seen an eye one
day after cataract surgery. Usually, I see them 6 weeks post surgical. This is when the
eye is well healed and vision good. So, I am learning new stuff.

Physically, I am very tired and Teresa has a physically demanding food service job.
Spiritually, I am learning to live moment-by-moment with Jesus because I am definitely
having to draw from His Holy Spirit for everything.

Wednesday, January 28, Teresa: Hello GVBC Family, We miss you all!  Well, we
traveled 11,000 miles in three days to get to Madagascar. Thank you for your prayers for
us. We need to be bathed in prayer and by praying for us, you are coming alongside us.
We had a crash course in the Malagasy language and learned to say, "Jesus loves you"
amongst other things. Bob is screening with the Eye Team and I am in the dining room.
We have met so many people — all with different functions on the ship, all committed
Christians, and many are repeat volunteers.

We are living in a cabin on the Africa Mercy Ship docked in Tamatave Harbor on the
northeast coast of Madagascar. Upon arrival at the ship, we were assigned the seventh
floor and our room is 317, which is my son, Paul and his wife, Monica's, delivery date.
Only God could orchestrate THAT! It was like the Lord was reassuring me, He has it all
in hand and will take care of my family while we are gone.

Since we are in cyclone (hurricane) season until March, they are on constant watch and
the boat may have to sail off shore until the hurricane calms. Please pray for calm waters
and for the patients the doctors are doing surgery on. Mercy Ships is a ministry which
brings God's love and hope to the forgotten poor through free medical and surgical care.

5)

A local village

A warm welcome sign

A nearby village
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES TO THOSE WHO LOST LOVED ONES
Pastor Eiji & Emi Osato and family in the passing of Pastor Eiji’s beloved father, Wataru, who passed away in Japan on
Wednesday, January 28. The farewell ceremony was held in Japan on Sunday, February 1.

Alice Miyake and family in the passing of her beloved husband, Perry, who passed away on Wednesday, January 28.
The funeral service will be held Wednesday, February 18 at 11:00 a.m. at GVBC. Pastors Steve Langley and Ron
Miyake will officiate.

Jan Magnani and family in the passing of her beloved brother-in-law, Eugene (Gino) Magnani, who passed away on
Saturday, January 31. The funeral will be held tomorrow, Thursday, February 5 at 6:30 p.m. at GVBC. Pastor Daniel
Matsuda will officiate.

Harold & Reiko Kobata and Takeshi & Kathleen Ishii and families in the passing of Reiko & Kathleen’s beloved sister,
Rose Kobata. The funeral will be held on Tuesday, February 17 at 10:00 a.m. at GVBC. Pastor Rodney Tanaka will
officiate.

To the family of Teruko Kuwada (Carol Sato’s mother and a member of GVBC many years ago. Carol used to be the
office administrator at GVBC). The funeral service will be on Monday, February 9 at 10:00 a.m. at GVBC with a bento

lunch reception in the Community Hall.

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT

Congratulations to Andrew & Rosa [nee Deng] Schurr who were married on Saturday, January 24 at
Rolling Hills United Methodist Church. Andrew & Rosa met at UCLA while attending the Grace on
Campus Fellowship. Andrew’s proud parents are Hermann & Juliet Schurr.

LETTERS TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Dear church family, I want to thank you for the beautiful flower arrangement which was delivered to my home recently
after I had returned Wednesday evening from the hospital. I deeply appreciate your love and wishes for my recovery
from my heart procedure. I had to stay seven days in the hospital but am now at home and resting comfortably and
doing well. Thank you also for all your prayers on my behalf. I am hoping to see all of you soon. Gratefully, Ron Matsuda

Thank you for your expression of sympathy. Lynne Kaufold, Duane Yoshida and the family of Kiyo Yoshida [Duane’s
mother]

(Continued on page 7)

We will be here until March 31, God willing.

Mercy Ships’ core values are 1. Love God, 2. Love others, 3. Be people of integrity, and 4. Be people of excellence in all
we say and do. And, their mission statement is to follow the 2,000-year-old model of Jesus, bringing hope and healing to
the world’s forgotten poor. I think this says it all!  See mercyships.org for more info.

Prayer concerns include:

 Pray for calm waters, mild rain, God’s protection over the ship if there is a cyclone (the dock helped us secure a
better anchor to stabilize the ship, in case of a storm.)

 Pray for the Lord to help determine which patients are most appropriate for eye surgery
 Pray for God to raise up dentists for 2016. There is so much dental disease here and they lack dental care. The ship

will return to Madagascar in 2016.
 Pray for Bob and I as we adjust to working in these roles on the Ship and that we can set the Lord before us each

day to be His hands in all that we do.

God bless and thanks for your prayers. Love you all!  We could not do this without your prayers, love, and care for us
from home. Bob & Teresa

Check out Bob & Teresa’s daily blogs at: matsinmadagascar.wordpress.com

(Mission Field 4)



FYI EVENTS CALENDAR

CLASSES TAUGHT BY PASTOR RON MATSUDA
 OASIS postponed until further notice
 Following Christ Today postponed until further notice

CITY OF GARDENA APPRECIATION WEEK
Show your love and appreciation of the City of Gardena.
Bake cookies and write encouraging cards to show our
appreciation to the employees. Sign up by filling out the
flyer on the Narthex counter and turn into Jan or put in
the black Response Box on the counter. Contact the
Neighborhood Committee by emailing:
neighborhood@gvbc.net or call the office.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, February 14, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Our theme
is "Love, Love, Love." There will also be a special dance
performance. The Bilingual Service meets every second
Saturday of the month. Refreshments served in Room
201 after the service. Everyone welcome. For more info
contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.

PRESIDENT’S DAY NATIONAL HOLIDAY
OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, February 16

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Sunday, February 22, after 2nd service, Community Hall.
Lunches can be ordered from California Rice Center for
$6.00 each or bring your own [see article on page 7].

WOMEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturday, February 28, 8:30 — 11:00 am, Community
Hall, $5.00 per person. Our devotional speaker is Pastor
Annette Kakimoto who will speak on "GVBC Women as
Fully Devoted Disciples of Jesus" from Matthew 28:18-
20. Registration starts Sunday, February 8 to 22 at the
table in the Courtyard after first service and in the
Community Hall after second service. Please come and
join us.

MARCH

MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL WINTER CAMP
Friday, March 6 to Sunday, March 8, Oak Glen
Conference Center. Applications available on our website
at www.gvbc.net (click on Youth).  Or, pick up an
application from the office or contact Layne Wakuta, ext.
682, layne@gvbc.net.

DAYLIGHTS SAVINGS BEGINS=SPRING FORWARD
Sunday, March 8

PALM SUNDAY
March 29

LOOKING FORWARD

MAUNDY THURSDAY
April 2

GOOD FRIDAY
April 3

EASTER SUNDAY
April 5

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, April 6 6

PRIMETIMERS’ 2015 TOUR DATES

Kyushu-Southern Japan Tour
Tuesday, October 13 to Thursday, October 22, $4,458 per person
(includes airfare). A few spaces for this tour are still available until
July 13. Full payment by check or credit card is paid directly to
Japan Deluxe Tours.

The Majestic Northern California Coast Six-Day Tour
Thursday, June 11 to Tuesday, June 16. Karen Anderson will be
our full-time escort [itinerary & cost TBD].

Asian Inspiration
Wednesday, March 18, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., $114 per person.
Final payment due: Sunday, March 1. Tour Storrier Stearns
Japanese Garden; lunch in Pasadena at Tokyo Wako; visit the
Japanese-American National Museum.

Reagan Ranch Center in Santa Barbara
Tuesday, May 5, 10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., $111 per person. Final
payment due: Sunday, April. Tour the Reagan Ranch Center;
lunch at Santa Barbara FisHouse; guided tour of Santa Barbara

Christmas with Sinatra & Friends, Almansor Court, Alhambra
Thursday, December 3, 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. $117 per person.
Final payment due: Sunday, November 1. Enjoy the cast from
Colorful Songs of Broadway; nostalgic holiday music & stories
about Sinatra & friends; hit songs from 40s & 50s; a gourmet three
-course lunch.

NOTE: One-day tours depart from GVBC. Except for the Kyushu-
Southern Japan tour, checks payable to GVBC [tour title in the
subject line]. Prices include gratuity to motor coach driver. Pick up
your tour agreements, applications, and credit card application
forms at the Primetimers’ Table after the worship services in the
Courtyard.



The SPIRIT is copyrighted © 2015 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683,
FAX: (310)768-2783, Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley,
ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of
programs of the church and to report news about GVBC and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcome.
Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 7

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, February 18 at www.gvbc.net, “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and in the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, February 15.

GVBC COOKBOOKS ARE AVAILABLE NOW

Pick up your GVBC cookbook for $15 each [checks payable to GVBC with “Cookbook” in
subject line]. Proceeds go to the “Pipe Organ Repair” fund. The first printing of the cookbook
was in 1966 and proceeds were used to purchase the organ!  The cookbooks are available
after the worship services from the Narthex.

Announcements

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETINGANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Sunday, February 22
Community Hall
12:30 pm
Some highlights of the meeting are:
 2015 church vision
 Appreciate our out-going Board Members
 Review 2014 Annual Report

Bring your own lunch or purchase a delicious box lunch from California Rice Company – includes
rice, salmon & chicken for $6. Turn in registration and monies in the offering bag or give to Jan
Magnani in the Narthex or the office.

DEADLINE:  MUST turn in by Sunday, February 15.

2015 OFFERING ENVELOPES

Be sure to pick up your offering envelop from the Narthex counter. If you donate online, you will not
have a box. For those who do not have numbered offering envelopes and would like a box, please
sign up for one on the tablet by the boxes or call the office.

Dear Friends at GVBC, The Yamada and Omaye families thank you for your prayers, support and
expressions of love for Kathy [Kathleen Hisako Yamada, career missionary to the Japanese in the
Amazon in Brazil]. We all miss Kathy, but we will forever have the warm memories of her vibrant life
and her love for the Lord and for each of us. Your kind thoughtful, beautiful spray of flowers that really
added to the service. Our families really appreciated honoring Kathy with flowers that Kathy loved so
much. We rejoice Kathy is with her Savior. As Kathy would say, “I really want to see you on the other
side.” With a thankful heart for you, Hitoshi Yamada

Dear Friends, On behalf of the City of Gardena, we extend our sincere thanks for your November/
December monetary donation of $500 [from our LOVE Fund], 15 bags and 5 boxes of food to our
emergency food pantry. Together we can continue our mission to keep up with the increasing needs of
struggling families and individuals in our community. James Kimmons, Recreation Supervisor, by
Susie Santana, Recreation Coordinator

(Family News Continued from page 5)

THANKS TO YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS and through the sale of many cookbooks we have
raised the funds to restore our pipe organ. Work is scheduled to begin after Easter and is expected to
take about 15 weeks. During that time, unfortunately, we will have no pipe organ music for worship
services, weddings and funerals. Thank you for supporting our efforts to raise the funds to repair our
beloved pipe organ.
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street
Gardena, CA  90247-3712

Phone (310) 323-5683
Website www.gvbc.net
E-mail gvbc@gvbc.net
Twitter http://twitter.com/gvbc

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor [on leave-of-absence]
BRAD TOY Interim Director of College
LAYNE WAKUTA Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

AUBREY MATSUNAMI Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

GVBC Staff
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English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8
Pastor Daniel Matsuda
Jonah and the Ninevites ~ Jonah 4:11

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15
Pastor Steve Langley
Jesus and the Samaritans ~ John 4:42

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22
Peter, Paul, and the Gentiles ~ Acts 10:34-35

MISSION SUNDAY, MARCH 1/COMMUNION
Thailand Mission Team
His Little Feet Report
Jenna Kawashima=Haiti with Joni & Friends Wheels for
the World Mission


